16 May 2022

Dear Parents
RE: Tiktok Accounts

It has recently been brought to our attention that there are a number of accounts on TikTok referring
to Sarum Academy. Some of the videos produced within these accounts are harmless and a good
example of finding humour’. There are, however, some which are concerning. These include the
use of images of staff which have been taken without consent and derogatory remarks.

Sarum Academy is not deemed a ‘public place’ and it is not therefore reasonable for our staff to
expect their image to be taken and shared without their permission. | have asked staff to report any
instances of their images being shared to TikTok and, if they feel it is defamatory, to the police. This
is the same advice | give to parents when there is online peer on peer abuse.

Please could you discuss all of the above with your son or daughter and make it clear to them that
misuse of social media has consequences. If you wish to know more about TikTok as a social media
platform, please see the attached information sheet.

Thank you for your ongoing support around monitoring your child’s social media use and engaging
with the information the school puts out to parents around keeping your child safe online.

Yours sincerely

Miss M Fox
Head of Student Development and Wellbeing

Sarum Academy Westwood Road Salisbury Wiltshire  SP2 9HS
Tel: 01722 323431 Email: enquiries@sarumacademy.org Website: www.sarumacademy.org

Sarum Academy — part of Magna Learning Partnership, a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales Number
7865850 - registered office ¢/o Wyvern St. Edmund’s, Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury, SP1 1RD
An exempt charity



AtNational Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold on informed conversation about online sofety with their children, shoutd they
foel itis needed. This guide focuses on one issue of many which we belleve trusted adults should be oware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for odults
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o TIKTOK ’.‘

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and download looping
15-second clips. Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and dancing to popular songs or
soundbites (often for comic purposes), enhanced with filters, effects and text, Designed with young
people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in popularity in 2019 and has featured near the top of download
charts ever since. It now has around a billion users worldwide,

Most videos appearl Connecting with others Is simple on TikTok -
'ud are Ilgm-hocn ' lncmdlna.“ menting on om‘ eacting to

However, some clips have been users’ vi !ollowlng‘. heir profile and
reported for featu 'g downloading their cont e mo]omy of
abuse, themes of sul these interactions are

or young teens ocﬂ a Ticrok Ms' its b mn uw‘sga -
Wm‘s S { ; oXx| oneod pfoblam-

- tire
since Tik okJ 'c lnuoductlon in 5
id-2021, users con view third-party

eonum outside the app.

Like all social media p!oﬁom\o‘ Tik
be extremoly oddlcllvo It can hu?oly
entertaining = but that also makes it hard to
down. As well as the noluro ol
he short video forma cpp s oblll
ku users intrigued a what's
means it's .ﬂl‘ fora 8-mlnut- vlnl )

lum into @ 45-min ay.

lne«nod to lmm';. explicit language
gestive actiol °"Y ng

There's an In-opp option to pureheu
‘TikTok coins’, which are then convert
into digital rewards for sending
created its own creators that a user likes. Pri
eolobmo& Charli D Amollo and Lil 99p to an eye- wmdn%Q”

Ited W Is also connected with Sh
'l'of 4 9 users to buy products mroug ‘the o PP.

to 'umo by exposure on Tik
n? to many more teens onemptlng

o viral and o “TikTok famous™.

wn le mon as| tl

next big thin:

may intu pt them to go to even more
drastic longm get notic

!

A
ABOUT ONLINE CONTENT,

MODERATE SCREEN TIME @

P Ty

Meet Our Expert National
poliglnctiesmalicondeiopybds selirun SR Online

i finl : Y Safety’
e st == ' =~ #WakeUpWednesday

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com , @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so ot their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the dote of release: 27.10.2021




